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Ed ex cel  an d  BTEC Qu al i f i ca t ion s 

Edexcel and BTEC qualificat ions com e from  Pearson, the world’s leading 

learning com pany. We provide a wide range of qualificat ions including 

academ ic, vocat ional, occupat ional and specific program m es for em ployers. 

For further inform at ion, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE 

team  on 0844 576 0027, or visit  our qualificat ions website at  

www.edexcel.com . For inform at ion about  our BTEC qualificat ions, please call 

0844 576 0026, or visit  our website at  www.btec.co.uk. 

 

I f you have any subject  specific quest ions about  this specificat ion that  require 

the help of a subject  specialist , you m ay find our Ask The Expert  em ail service 

helpful.  

 

Ask The Expert  can be accessed online at  the following link:   

 

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / Aboutus/ contact -us/   

 

Alternat ively, you can speak direct ly to the subject  team  at  Pearson about  

Edexcel qualificat ions.  Their  contact  details can be found on this link:  

 

www.edexcel.com / teachingservices 

 

 

Pear son :  h e lp in g  p eop le p r og r ess, ev er y w h er e 

Our aim  is to help everyone progress in their  lives through educat ion. We 

believe in every kind of learning, for all k inds of people, wherever they are 

in the world. We’ve been involved in educat ion for over 150 years, and by 

working across 70 count r ies, in 100 languages, we have built  an 

internat ional reputat ion for raising achievem ent  through innovat ion in 

educat ion. Find out  m ore about  how we can help you and your students at :  

www.pearson.com / uk 
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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  

 

 All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent .  Exam iners m ust  m ark 

the first  candidate in exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the last . 

 Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be rewarded 

for what  they have shown they can do rather than penalised for 

om issions. 

 Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  according to 

their  percept ion of where the grade boundaries m ay lie.  

 There is no ceiling on achievem ent . All m arks on the m ark schem e should 

be used appropriately. 

 All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded. Exam iners 

should always award full m arks if deserved, i.e. if the answer m atches 

the m ark schem e.  Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero 

m arks if the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the 

m ark schem e. 

 Where som e judgem ent  is required, m ark schem es will provide the 

pr inciples by which m arks will be awarded and exem plificat ion m ay be 

lim ited. 

 When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the m ark 

schem e to a candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  be consulted. 

 Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the candidate has replaced 

it  with an alternat ive response. 

Placin g  a m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el  m ar k  b an d   

 The inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a 

level.  Follow these unless there is an inst ruct ion given within a level. 

However, where a level has specific guidance about  how to place an 

answer within a level,  a lw ay s  follow that  guidance. 

 

 2  m ar k  b an d s  

Start  with the presum pt ion that  the m ark will be the higher of the two. 

An answer which is poorly supported gets the lower m ark. 

 

 3  m ar k  b an d s 

Start  with a presum pt ion that  the m ark will be the m iddle of the three. 

An answer which is poorly supported gets the lower m ark. 

An answer which is well supported gets the higher m ark. 

 

 4  m ar k  b an d s  

Start  with a presum pt ion that  the m ark will be the upper m iddle m ark of 

the four.  

An answer which is poorly supported gets a lower m ark. 
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An answer which is well supported and shows depth or breadth of 

coverage gets the higher m ark. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quest ion Num ber 

1  Ex p la in  t h e w ay s in  w h ich  Ben g al  ch an g ed  u n d er  t h e 

Pala  d y n ast y . 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  ow n  k n ow led g e, y ou  m ay  u se t h e 

f o l low in g  t o  h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :   

 Bu d d h ism  

 ad m in ist r a t ion  

 ar t  an d  ar ch i t ect u r e. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

 

Lev el  1  1-4 Sim ple statem ents giving exam ples of reasons, e.g. 

Buddhism  was supported, adm inist rat ion was 

im proved, art  and architecture flourished.  

Lev el  2  5-9 Som e at tem pt  to describe reasons, e.g. Bangladesh 

becam e a cent re for Buddhist  studies, scholars 

t ravelled, adm inist rat ion stable, coinage, paint ing and 

literature developed.  

Lev el  3  10-15 Lim ited range of explanat ion of reasons, e.g. coinage 

showed a developed regim e, lists of officials with 

responsibilit ies, scholars t ravelled from  m any areas to 

study in Bangladesh, religious tolerance established, 

philosophical and m edical texts writ ten.  

Lev el  4  16-20 Wider range of explanat ion of reasons, e.g. as Level 3 

but  em phasises Bangladesh was the cent re of the 

Buddhist  world and reached a high degree of 

sophist icat ion, scholars cam e to study from  all over 

the Buddhist  world, tolerance for Hindus and Hindus 

used in adm inist rat ion, which was com plex, roads, 

ferr ies water supply all supervised.  
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Quest ion Num ber 

2  Ex p la in  h ow  Ben g al  d ev elop ed  u n d er  Sh aist a  Kh an  in  

t h e sev en t een t h  cen t u r y . 

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  ow n  k n ow led g e, y ou  m ay  u se t h e 

f o l low in g  t o  h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :  

 Eu r op ean  t r ad er s 

 m u sl in  

 ad m in ist r a t ion  o f  Sh ah  Sh u j a . 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

 

Lev el  1  1-4 Sim ple statem ents giving exam ples of reasons, e.g. 

European t raders arr ived from  the early 17 th century, 

m uslin was very popular, Shah Shuja in charge 1637-

60. 

 

Lev el  2  5-9 Som e at tem pt  to describe reasons, e.g. details of 

where European t raders cam e from  and their  m ot ives, 

m uslin popular it y and product ion, SS’s work. 

 

Lev el  3  10-15 Lim ited range of explanat ion of reasons, e.g. t raders 

cam e to Dhaka as the cent re of the waterways of 

Bengal, m arkets developed and at t racted m ore 

business, this led to the developm ent  of banking 

services, m uslin was world fam ous, produced 

dom est ically and sold in Dhaka, SS gave stabilit y for 

m ore than 20 years. 

 

Lev el  4  16-20 Wider range of explanat ion of reasons, e.g. as Level 3 

but  em phasises that  Bengal em erged as an 

independent  state after m ore than 100 years, m ost  
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im portant  factor was cent ral posit ion of Dhaka and 

proxim ity to m uslin product ion, ease of access for 

t raders, SS’s policies and cont r ibut ion to Bengal 

im provem ents in adm inist rat ion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quest ion Num ber 

3  Ex p la in  t h e im p or t an ce o f  t h e f o l low in g  in  t h e 

d ev elop m en t  o f  Ben g al  in  t h e n in et een t h  cen t u r y :  

 

 Ben g al  Ren aissan ce 

 W ar  o f  I n d ep en d en ce 1 8 5 7  

I n d ian  Nat ion a l  Con g r ess. 

Explain your answer with reference to all t h r ee of the above. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

 

Lev el  1  1-4 Sim ple statem ents giving exam ples of reasons, e.g. BR 

was an outburst  of literature, WI  had lit t le effect  on 

Bengal,  I NC first  real I ndian group. 

 

Lev el  2  5-9 Som e at tem pt  to describe reasons, e.g. BR led to 

books, journals, poet ry and plays in Bangla, WI -  som e 

local outbreaks of unrest  but  m ost  stayed loyal to 

Brit ish, details of I NC. 

 

Lev el  3  10-15 Lim ited range of explanat ion of reasons, e.g. 

form alisat ion of Bangla led to further developm ents, 

teaching in schools, work of Tagore, enabled the 

Renaissance to develop, I NC gave incent ive for HR 

despite loyalty to Br it ish. 
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Lev el  4  16-20 Wider range of explanat ion of reasons as in Level 3, 

e.g. im portance to developm ent  of Bangla, spread of 

further ideas and writ ings, WI  failed due to com m on 

cause that  Bengal dem onst rated through loyalty to the 

Brit ish, I NC focused m inds of Hindus and led to 

developm ent  of ML as a result . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quest ion Num ber 

4  Ex p la in  w h y  Ben g al  w as p ar t i t ion ed  in  1 9 4 7 . 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  ow n  k n ow led g e, y ou  m ay  u se t h e 

f o l low in g  t o  h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :   

 Dir ect  Act ion  1 9 4 6  

 Lor d  Mou n t b at t en  

 Th e Rad cl i f f e  Com m ission  1 9 4 7 . 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

 

Lev el  1  1-4 Sim ple statem ents giving exam ples of reasons, e.g. 

Direct  

Act ion caused violence in 1946, LM was the last  

viceroy 

who gave independence, RC divided I ndia and 

Pakistan. 

 

Lev el  2  5-9 Som e at tem pt  to describe reasons, e.g. Direct  Act ion 

was Jinnah’s at tem pt  to put  pressure on Nehru in 
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August  1946 after Nehru refused to cooperate in the 

provisional governm ent , LM was sent  out  to give 

independence as soon as possible, speeded up, RC was 

given 6 weeks to fix the dividing line, m any people on 

the wrong side. 

 

Lev el  3  10-15 Lim ited range of explanat ion of reasons, e.g. part it ion 

deprived Hindus of cont rol of Bengal and created a 

dom inant  Muslim  East  Bengal, MMR designed to 

counter anger at  part it ion failed because lit t le was 

offered in term s of I ndian part icipat ion, GoI A didn’t  

offer what  the I ndians wanted – selfrule. 

 

Lev el  4  16-20 Wider range of explanat ion of reasons, e.g. as Level 3 

but  em phasises com m unal violence after DA led LM to 

believe that  part it ion was inevitable, he set  an early 

date which gave the RC lit t le t im e, it  had to work 

quickly and did not  have t im e for consultat ion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quest ion Num ber 

5  Ex p la in  t h e im p or t an ce o f  t h e f o l low in g  p o l i t i ca l  

d ev elop m en t s in  Ben g al  in  t h e y ear s 1 9 4 7  t o  1 9 6 2 :  

 

 f o r m at ion  o f  t h e Aw am i  Leag u e 1 9 4 9  

 Th e Un i t ed  Fr on t  1 9 5 4  

 Basic Dem ocr acies 1 9 5 9  

 

Explain your answer with reference to all t h r ee of the above. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 
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Lev el  1  1-4 Sim ple statem ents giving exam ples of im portance, e.g. 

it  was a union of part ies opposed to West  Pakistan, it  

was form ed in support  of the Language Movem ent , BD 

int roduced by AK. 

Lev el  2  5-9 Som e at tem pt  to describe im portance, e.g. details of 

the above – protests of AL, break up of UF after 1954, 

descript ion of BD 

 

Lev el  3  10-15 Lim ited range of explanat ion of im portance, e.g. AL 

protested against  the undem ocrat ic and possibly 

biased at t itude of the Pakistan governm ent , UF helped 

to win 1954 elect ions but  soon broke up, BD included 

m em bers of Union Councils who were given r ights to 

elect  m em bers of provincial and nat ional Assem blies 

and also gave AK vote of confidence as president  of 

Pakistan. 

 

Lev el  4  16-20 Wider range of explanat ion of im portance, e.g. as 

Level 3 but  em phasises the significance of the at t itude 

towards the Pakistan governm ent , details of 1954 

elect ion results and reasons for the break up of UF, BD 

and future developm ents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quest ion Num ber 

6  Ex p la in  w h y  Pak ist an i  f o r ces w er e u n ab le t o  d ef eat  

Ban g lad esh i  f o r ces in  t h e W ar  o f  Lib er at ion . 
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I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  ow n  k n ow led g e, y ou  m ay  u se t h e 

f o l low in g  t o  h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :   

 Pak ist an  ar m y ’s t act i cs. 

 g u er r i l l a  w ar f ar e  

 I n d ian  su p p or t  f o r  Ban g lad esh . 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

 

Lev el  1  1-4 Sim ple statem ents giving exam ples of im portance, e.g. 

Pakistan relied on terror, guerr illa warfare very 

successful, I ndian forces invaded in Decem ber 1971.  

Lev el  2  5-9 Som e at tem pt  to describe im portance, e.g. Operat ion 

Searchlight , forces too sm all for the operat ion, 

guerr illas operated in count ryside, I ndia offered 

refuge, base for refugees, m ilitary support . 

 

Lev el  3  10-15 Lim ited range of explanat ion of im portance, e.g. 

Pakistan forces lost  support  of m oderates by genocide, 

cut  off from  their bases, difficult ies of supply, m ass 

support  for resistance, guerr illa forces widely 

supported and well organised throughout  Bangladesh, 

I ndia provided m oral support  although reluctant  to 

recognise at  first , intervent ion decisive. 

Lev el  4  16-20 Wider range of explanat ion of im portance, e.g. as 

Level 3 but  em phasises key factors of Pakistani 

genocide and m ilitary support  from  I ndia, which m eant  

that  Pakistani forces were outnum bered and cut  off.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quest ion Num ber 
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7  

 

Ex p la in  h ow  sp o r t , w om en ’s r ig h t s an d  p op u lar  cu l t u r e 

h av e d ev elop ed  in  Ban g lad esh  sin ce 1 9 7 5 . 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

 

Lev el  1  1-4 Sim ple statem ents giving exam ples of developm ents, e.g. 

ident ifies types of sport  and popular culture, sim ple 

statem ents about  wom en’s r ights. 

 

Lev el  2  5-9 Som e at tem pt  to describe som e of the following, e.g. 

statem ents describing types of sport  in Bangladesh and 

the popular culture in m ore detail and with specific 

exam ples, descript ion of the extent  of wom en’s r ights. 

 

Lev el  3  10-15 Lim ited range of explanat ion of developm ents, e.g. 

im portance to Bangladesh of sport , the popular m edia-  

em phasising the role of the governm ent , cultural leaders, 

pr ivate enterprise, governm ent  policy to encourage 

developm ent  of wom en’s r ights  

 

Lev el  4  16-20 Wider range of explanat ion of developm ents as those in 

Level 3, e.g. growing influences of technology and 

internat ional developm ent  of sport  and expansion of 

educat ion to m eet  dem ands of the 21st century.  
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Quest ion Num ber 

8  Ex p la in  t h e im p or t an ce o f  Beg u m  Su f ia  Kam al  t o  t h e 

d ev elop m en t  o f  Ban g lad esh i  cu l t u r e in  t h e t w en t ie t h  

cen t u r y . 

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  ow n  k n ow led g e, y ou  m ay  u se t h e 

f o l low in g  t o  h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :   

  Beg u m  m ag azin e 

 Th e Lan g u ag e Mov em en t  

 socia l  w or k . 

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

 

Lev el  1  1-4 Sim ple statem ents giving exam ples of developm ents, 

e.g. poet ry, fem inism , the Language Movem ent , 

educat ion. 

 

Lev el  2  5-9 Som e at tem pt  to describe the developm ents, e.g. 

details of poet ry, involvem ent  in fem inist  

organisat ions, I ndian Wom en’s Federat ion, role in War 

of Liberat ion, work for organisat ions tackling rural 

poverty. 

 

Lev el  3  10-15 Lim ited range of explanat ion of developm ents, e.g. 

m eet ing with Gandhi, devot ion to Bengal and helping 

the poor and underprivileged, radical ideas post -1947, 

support  for Mukt i Bahini.   

 

Lev el  4  16-20 Wider range of explanat ion of developm ents as those 

in Level 3, e.g. ‘Khalam m a’, inspirat ion to polit ical 

act ivists and writers, upholder of dem ocrat ic and 

hum ane values, the voice of social just ice and protest . 
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